
Gender and Women's Studies Major (GIS) 

Co-Directors: Travis Foster, Ph.D. and Melissa Hodges, Ph.D. 
Office Location: 488 Saint Augustine Center 
Telephone: 610-519-450 
[Website] 

About 

Gender and Women’s Studies encourages critical analysis of gender and sexuality at local, national, and 
global levels—now and in the past. Our curriculum brings feminist and queer theory into conversation 
with fields of study across the University, from history to sociology to global finance, helping students 
discover new alternatives for thinking about the problems of the world and the contributions of its 
people. As teachers, we are profoundly influenced by feminist models of collaborative learning and 
shared authority. We recognize our students and their life experiences as sources of vital expertise, and 
we help them find a voice, a sense of community, and a purpose as agents of social change 

Program: Global Interdisciplinary Studies 
Type: Bachelor of Arts 

MAJOR (30 credits) 

The major in Gender and Women’s Studies provides an interdisciplinary and comparative approach to 
deepen students’ understandings of the history, culture, religion, politics, literature, and society. 
Students sign up for the major and choose their specialization through the Department of Global 
Interdisciplinary Studies. The GIS chair and GWS Academic Director will work closely with each student 
to develop their individual interests, abilities, and career goals while fulfilling the requirements for the 
major. 

Required Major Courses: 

Item # Title Credits 
GIS 2000 Intro to Global Interd Studies 3 

GWS 2050 Introduction to Gender Studies 3 

PHI 2420 Philosophy of Women 3 

GWS 5000 Integrating Seminar 3 

 GWS Electives for B.A. 18 

Category Descriptions 

GWS Electives for B.A. 

Credits: 18 

Select 6 Classes in any course of 3 credits or more with GWS attribute 

1 Villanova University Undergraduate Catalog

https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/artsci/gws.html
https://live-villanova-catalog.pantheonsite.io/global-interdisciplinary-studies
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